 






Notes for Year 5






English





This term the children will be linking their English work to Anglo-Saxon stories, with an initial focus on Beowulf.  The history and purpose of this form of narrative will be explored and children will be exposed to plenty of examples before creating their own Beowulf-style narratives.  Viking ‘travel guides’ will be written before half term, ‘inviting’ invaders to settle in conquered territory.


After half term, our English focus will switch to Victorian-era literature with Rudyard Kipling and Charles Dickens and an in-depth analysis of classic poetry.


By improving their reading, writing and communication skills, the children will have a chance to develop emotionally, intellectually, spiritually and socially.





Maths


Maths is a creative subject drawing on the skills of reasoning and problem solving.  We aim to provide a mathematics education that is a foundation for understanding the world, helping children to reason mathematically, and have a sense of enjoyment and curiosity about the subject.


We will cover the topics of place value, addition and subtraction, statistics, multiplication and division and measurement before the end of term.  We will follow the White Rose scheme of learning but will tailor the pace and coverage to our class as required.  
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2022 Overview





Themes-‘Anglo-Saxon and Viking Britain’ and ‘Eco-Leaders’


We start the school year with a meaty historical topic concerning not one, but two important overlapping eras of British history, that of the Anglo-Saxons and then the Vikings.  This fantastically rich topic gives us plenty of scope for cross-curricular writing and creativity.  The second topic links with our role as eco-leaders for the school this year and looks at food and where it comes from in our globalised world.  This geography topic gives us a good opportunity to discuss some of the current changes affecting our planet today like the march towards renewable energy, sustainable farming and the need to conserve resources for future generations.











RE


The three themes that we will cover this term are ‘Ourselves’, ‘Stewardship’ and ‘Hope’.  ‘Ourselves’ focusses on new starts, our God-given qualities and inspirational role models.  ‘Stewardship’ examines our place in the world and our role as stewards for God’s creation.  ‘Hope’ is our last topic this term and looks at the Annunciation and the Nativity.  We will also be examining key scripture for our year group every fortnight in order to broaden and give context to our understanding.








Science


Our two science topics this term are ‘Forces’ and then ‘Reversible and Irreversible Changes’.  The main question that will be answered in forces is ‘does everything that goes up always come down?’ and will involve lots of experimentation.  In the second unit we will ask ‘will toast ever be bread again?’- if you ever have the misfortune of having a slice of toast made by myself, the answer to this question will be painfully obvious!





ICT


The first computing topic this year concerns computing systems and networks with a focus on systems and searching.   Our second topic looks at creating media and video production.  This units will follow the ‘Teach Computing’ scheme and will be led by Miss Butler on Friday afternoons.









































Reading


Children should be reading every night.  Contrary to popular belief, this does not always have to be with an adult, although of course that is preferable.  6 simple tips when helping your child to read at home are:


Make it fun- the more your child enjoys reading, the better they will get in less time.


Little and often- 10 minutes daily is fine


Read ANYTHING (as long as it is age-appropriate!)


Make it a quiet time- reading should be free of distractions as much as possible.


Always keep reading material handy- informal opportunities for reading can crop up anywhere


Talk about the book- questioning your child on the details of the text is the key to making progress with reading.  





Welcome


I wish to extend to you a very warm welcome to Year 5.  This is a new cohort for me but I know the class well through swimming last year which should help us to hit the ground running- usually it takes me a fortnight to learn names so at least we are ahead of the game there!  We are lucky enough to work with Miss Butler for this year who has a particular fondness for the STEM subjects.  On this subject, Miss Butler, our resident computing expert in school, will be taking our computing classes on a Friday afternoon.  PE will be on a Thursday afternoon and will be lead by Mr Cooke with Mrs Moore continuing with the specialist music provision for the rest of the afternoon on Thursday.  Miss Waldram will continue with Latin classes on Wednesday afternoon.





PE


Please make sure that your child has their regular PE kit in school at during the school week as there are times when we partake in other activities that require a change of clothes.  This kit should be taken home at the weekend for regular cleaning.  Please make sure that children have a change of shoes at all times for daily fitness sessions.  


Our weekly PE session is on Thursday afternoon and it will be led by Mr Cooke.








Our PE slot is Thursday afternoon which





Homework


It is expected that children in Year 5 complete 2 hours of homework every week.  This will always be linked to what the children are learning and school and will start with grammar on the week beginning 05.09.  Unless it is a collaborative project, homework should always be completed independently.


There are a number of different reasons why homework is important.  First and foremost, it is linked to curriculum coverage and enables further consolidation of learning.  Secondly, it helps to develop problem solving and independence.  Thirdly, and most importantly in my opinion, it helps to prepare children for the expectations on home learning that will steadily increase by the end of primary school and then rise sharply in Secondary school.  A large part of Upper Key Stage 2 is about preparing the children for the next step in their education and time management and independence are key skills in this.








Communication


We intend to use ClassDojo to send out notices and to set up meetings and appointments as much as possible.  If you need to contact me at all then please fire over a message and I will be in contact as soon as I am able during normal school hours.  








From Mr Moreton








